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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Fluoridation Update

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Queensland Regional Water Fluoridation Information Pack is now available from the Infrastructure Project Management Group (IPMG) created to manage the state-wide roll-out of fluoridation.  

The information pack provides advice to public potable water suppliers on: 

· The Queensland Fluoridation Capital Assistance Program

· Fluoridation technology and chemicals

· Suppliers and procurement

Hard copies of the information pack can be obtained by contacting the IPMG which can be reached at ipmg@cardno.com.au or by calling Paul Fozard, IPMG Project Manager on (07) 3369 9822.

When requesting a copy of the information pack by email, please include your mailing address and phone number.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Higher Education Training Opportunities

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

qldwater currently has a major project looking at how to make training more accessible for our members at all levels. The Water Industry Worker program which seeks to assist access to appropriate and targeted vocational training is progressing rapidly and more information will be provided in the near future.

However, many members have also requested more information on accessing relevant training and education from Universities. Councils often have difficulty accessing appropriate university courses for their staff and little negotiating power when trying to get courses that are targeted to their needs. Over the next couple of months qldwater will be highlighting some of the available higher education courses which are relevant and easily accessible for Queensland Water Service providers. Don’t forget, there is still time to enrol in a useful course for the first semester of 2009 if you are keen to build accredited qualifications.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Part-Time Post Graduate Study in Integrated Water Management 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


The International WaterCentre's (IWC) Master of Integrated Water Management Program, a co-badged degree from four leading Australian universities, educates water professionals “in integrated approaches that will drive future responses to the global water crisis, and equips students with the strategic, managerial and technical skills they need to advance their careers in the water sector.” 

The International WaterCentre has recently developed a part-time/distance study option for professionals who need to study while working. Starting Semester 1, 2009 (March) students can apply for Qualifications in Integrated Water Management part-time – a convenient way to start working towards a post-graduate degree, two subjects per semester, at the student’s chosen pace and convenience. Most of the course will be conducted on-line so that students who are living outside of major centres will not be disadvantaged. At the beginning of each semester students participate in a 6-10 day long field trip and workshop together with full-time students.

A big advantage of this approach is that you build up qualifications in achievable chunks.  A Postgraduate Certificate is a widely recognised qualification and is only four courses (two semesters) worth of study. If you find the pace/ workload acceptable during the study you might change your enrolment to a Postgrad Diploma (8 courses) or a full Masters (12 courses). You also have the ability to start and stop study when you wish so that it is possible to take a break from study in any semester.

Subjects being offered in Semester 1, 2009  include:

· The Science of Water; and

· Project Management

An important feature of this course is that students enrol at The University of Queensland but upon graduation receive a co-badged qualification from four of Australia’s most well known universities. This provides for a broadly recognised, and fully portable accreditation. The price is $6400 per semester which compares well with other university degrees given that it includes the cost of field trips (to either Stradbroke Island or Western Australia depending on the courses/semester enrolled in).  IWC are offering a 5% discount to the first semester fee to any of our qldwater members who sign up before February 16th. They will need to contact IWC on 3123 7766 and mention that they are qldwater members so the discounted fee can be arranged with the UQ.

To find out more, please visit www.watercentre.org/education/distancedelivery or check out the flyer on the qldwater website under Main Menu/Projects and Training.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4. Creating Water Sensitive Cities 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We invite all urban design and water professionals to participate in a two-day interactive event Creating Water Sensitive Cities in Australia. These not-for-profit events will be held in Perth, Brisbane, Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide in February 2009.  A one-day feedback session will take place in Canberra in April 2009 to share with the National Water Commission and other government officials the outcomes of the workshops and to share feedback on policy initiatives from the water industry.
The workshops are aimed at a wide range of professionals including representatives from water utilities, state and local governments, land developers, consultants, research institutions and industry groups.
 
Participants will closely interact with some of Australia’s leading urban design, water, climate and social scientists. The workshops will provide a unique opportunity for participants to share personal views, experiences and ideas on how Australian Cities can support the transition to water sensitive cities. 
 
The capacity building and leadership workshops are hosted by the National Urban Water Governance Program, Monash University and the International WaterCentre, and sponsored by the Dow Chemical Company.

The registration fee for the general public is $825 (2 days). Local government representatives are given a special, reduced fee of $275/day or $550 (including GST). For further information on registration costs, venues and program details, please visit http://www.watersensitivefutures.org
Program Dates:
Perth – 9&10 February
BRISBANE – 12&13 February
Melbourne – 17&18 February
Sydney – 23&24 February 
Adelaide – 26&27 February 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au/ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
